[Reconstructive surgery using an artificial dermis (Integra): results with 19 grafts].
Integra was initially developed for covering of acute burn wounds. The artificial dermis is a bilayered dermal substitute, the upper layer is a thin silicone layer, which acts as temporary epidermis, the under layer is a collagen network, which functions as the dermis. In the meantime, Integra is applicated in reconstructive surgery. We present a series of 12 patients who underwent reconstructive surgery with Integra grafting for a total of 19 operational sites. The average area grafted per procedure was 210 cm(2) (15-1 200 cm(2)). The operation sites were located at the extremities, trunk and head-neck. The split thickness skin graft was performed, on average, after 20 days (16-29 days). The patients were admitted for 41 days on average (24 days-3 months). The follow-up was after 17 months (9-30 months). Early complications included seroma, loss of Intregra, and infection. Late complications were instable scars. In five cases, we found slight hypertrophe scars in borderline between healthy skin and covering with Integra. The advantages of using Integra in reconstructive surgery are its immediate availability and the availability in large quantities. Disadvantages are the necessity of two operations, risks of infection, the high price and time-consuming dressing changes. Defect covering with Integra should be used in special cases.